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USDA Market Facilitation Program 

USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting 
farmers suffering from damage due to unjustified trade retaliation 
by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign 
up for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide 
payments to corn, cotton, dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, wheat, 
shelled almond, and fresh sweet cherry producers. An 
announcement about further payments will be made in the coming 
months, if warranted.   

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with 
information and instructions provided at 
www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of 
eligible commodities who have been significantly impacted by 
actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional 
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete, 
as payments will only be issued once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total 
production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a specific commodity. A 
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  second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the 
USDA.  

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact Sheet.  

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows: 

• A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities 

• A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs 

• A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and 
almonds 

Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for 
tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants 
must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land 
and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

Expanded Hog Timeline 

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug. 
1, 2018, date does not accurately represent the number of head of 
live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any date between 
July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018 that correctly reflects their actual 
operation. 

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. 
Applications can be completed at a local FSA office or submitted 
electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or 
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 

 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, 
zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to 
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS 
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee 
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.  

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.   

 

Malted Grains and Maple Syrup Eligible for Farm Storage 
Facility Loans 

Malted small grains and maple syrup are now eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) 
through the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).   

FSFLs provide low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade storage facilities and to 
purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.  
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The eligible commodities have been expanded to include malted small grains and maple syrup. 
Eligible malted small grains include barley, oats, rice, rye and wheat. Maple sap is used to produce 
maple syrup.   

The low-interest funds can be used for: 

• bottler or filling systems for maple syrup, excluding containers 

• equipment to improve, maintain, or monitor the quality of stored FSFL commodities, such as 
cleaners, moisture testers, heat detectors, along with a proposed storage facility 

• handling and drying equipment determined by the County Committee to be needed and 
essential to the proper functioning of a storage system 

• electrical equipment, such as pumps, lighting, motors, and wiring, integral to the proper 
operation of the storage and handling equipment, excluding installing electric service to the 
electrical meter.   

FSFLs are not available for the actual processing of the small grain into the malted commodity or 
maple sap into maple syrup. Additionally, purchased commodities are not eligible for FSFLs.  

The following storage and handling equipment is ineligible for FSFLs:   

• boiling equipment 

• feed handling and processing equipment 

• production and feed facilities 

• structures of a temporary nature not having a useful life of the term of the loan 

• maple sap tubing and pumping systems.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security.  

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers.  

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA office. 

 

Cover Crop Guidelines 

Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
Risk Management Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible 
policy for cover crop practices.   

The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops.   

Termination: 

The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are based on 
zones and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit 
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop 
Termination Guidelines.”  

Reporting: 

The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops 

that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An FSA 
policy change will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop 
that is being hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program.  

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not 
terminated properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop.   

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the 
farm. In these situations a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm.  

Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover and other conservation 
purposes. Cover crops are primarily used for erosion control, soil health Improvement, and water 
quality improvement. The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or 
intentionally terminated through chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover 
crop managed and terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not 
considered a crop for crop insurance purposes.  

Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a subsequent crop, after 
prevented planting acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop. 

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations  

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.   

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends 
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of 
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA 
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment 
period for the loan is up to 40 years.  

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot 
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a 
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is 
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation 
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.   
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For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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